DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

TITLE:  
Policy for Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Coordination During Permit Review and Evaluation

DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER:  400-0200-001

EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 16, 2005
POLICY:

It is the policy of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to fully support and embrace the protection of special concern species and resources during the implementation of DEP departmental functions.  As directed by law and this policy, DEP will ensure that permit applications and requests for authorizations, received by DEP and County Conservation District staff (when acting under the authority of DEP), are coordinated with the Department of Conservation and Natural Resource’s (DCNR) Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI).  The PNDI is the main source of information utilized by DEP during the permit application review process for the protection of special concern species and resources.
The PNDI coordination effort facilitates the avoidance and minimization of impacts to special concern species and resources, (i.e. plant and animal species classified as rare, threatened, endangered, tentatively undetermined or candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concern, significant natural communities, special concern populations {plants} and unique geologic features) in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  PNDI coordination will be conducted to support biodiversity conservation and sustainability, and implemented in a manner consistent with the requirements of the rules and regulations implemented by DEP.   DEP and County Conservation District staff will follow this policy during the permit application review process.  

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to support continued PNDI coordination, thereby facilitating the existence, protection, and recovery of identified special concern species and resources.  This is accomplished by ensuring that potential adverse impacts to special concern species and resources are identified during the project development phase of the permit review process.  Measures to avoid, minimize, or otherwise mitigate those impacts are explored, documented and considered during the permit review process.  

This policy is a revision of DEP’s existing policy, clarifying the procedures for processing permit applications when special concern species and resources are detected during a PNDI search.  The DEP recognizes that ongoing revisions and technical upgrades will alter the PNDI system, including database/system upgrades and the incorporation of additional data.  As new technologies and the PNDI system changes, the DEP recognizes the need to revise its policy accordingly in order to further facilitate PNDI coordination.
AUTHORITY:  (See Appendix D)

APPLICABILITY:

This policy applies to applicants for DEP permits, authorizations and plan approvals.  It also applies to DEP and County Conservation District permit review staff when completing delegated duties on behalf of the DEP during the registration or evaluation of permit applications or modifications.

DISCLAIMER:

The policies and procedures outlined in this guidance document are intended to supplement existing requirements.  Nothing in these policies or procedures will affect regulatory requirements. 

The policies and procedures herein are not an adjudication or a regulation.  There is no intent on the part of the DEP to give these rules that weight or deference.  This document establishes the framework within which DEP will exercise its administrative discretion in the future.  DEP reserves the discretion to deviate from this policy statement if circumstances warrant.
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1. 
DEFINITIONS:

Permitted activity:  An activity requiring a DEP-issued permit, approval, or authorization.

Permittee:  A person in possession of a current valid permit, license, or other authorization, which DEP is authorized to issue under any of the environmental statutes that it implements.

Project applicant:  A person who has filed or intends to file an application for a permit, approval, or authorization, which DEP is authorized to issue under any of the environmental statutes that it implements.

Special Concern Species and Resources:  Plant and animal species classified as rare, threatened, endangered, tentatively undetermined or candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concern, significant natural communities, special concern populations (plants) and unique geologic features.
2. BACKGROUND 

The Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory

The Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program (PNHP)-formerly called the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI)-was established via partnership between the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, the Nature Conservancy, and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).  The Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) is the Environmental Review function of the PNHP.  The PNDI system is managed by DCNR in order to build, maintain and provide accurate and accessible ecological information needed for conservation, development planning, and natural resource management.

· The PNHP partnership conducts inventories and collects data to identify and describe the Commonwealth’s most rare and significant ecological features.  These features are entered into the PNDI database, and include plant and animal species classified as rare, threatened, endangered, tentatively undetermined or candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concern, significant natural communities, special concern plant populations and unique geologic features. 
· Site-specific information describing these features is stored in an integrated data management system consisting of GIS-based layers and accompanying data, thus comprising the PNDI information system.  The PNDI information system is continually updated to include recently discovered plants, animals, significant natural communities and unique geological features/locations.  

· Species tracked within the PNDI information system include those classified as threatened, endangered, candidate, rare or tentatively undetermined.  These classifications are provided by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Game Commission, PA Fish and Boat Commission, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Species are recommended for listing by the Pennsylvania Biological Survey.  Through science-driven collection and inventory, vital ecological resources and sites rich in natural diversity are identified and monitored for future conservation efforts.  The PNDI system contains only those known occurrences of special concern species and resources.  The majority of the state has not yet been surveyed.  Therefore, the absence of a record in the PNDI system does not mean that there are not special concern species or resources on any particular site.  

· There are often considerable delays in updating species status classifications.  Because the proposed status represents the best available information regarding the true conservation status of the species, state jurisdictional agency staff give the proposed statuses at least the same consideration as the current legal status.

The PNDI information system staff are not the sole authority for making determinations involving PNDI resources.  Rather, the primary statutory authority for Pennsylvania’s state-listed resources resides with four separate jurisdictional agencies, as described in Appendix C.  These agencies include the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureaus of Forestry and Topographic and Geologic Survey, PA Fish and Boat Commission, PA Game Commission, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

The PNDI information system is not the only means to identify special concern species and resources that may be affected by a proposed DEP permitted activity.  Evidence of the presence of special concern species and resources may be provided by recent field observations that are not yet reflected in PNDI, and such evidence may trigger regulatory requirements under the statutes and regulations identified in Appendix D.

Advantages of Early Coordination 

· Early coordination (prior to project plan development) by individuals and project developers with the PNDI system and the appropriate jurisdictional agencies is the most effective means of protecting special concern species and resources from destruction, degradation or loss of habitat.  The online PNDI Environmental Review and Project Planning Tool (accessed at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us) is useful in guiding development as well as assisting conservation efforts.  Early identification of special concern species and resources can help to avoid serious adverse effects. 
· Early consultation with the PNDI system can save time and money during the project development process.  Jurisdictional agencies may recommend season specific surveys to determine potential impacts.  If applicants are aware of such requests early in the project development process, it may be possible to complete surveys without delaying the project.  In addition, early awareness of special concern species and resources can minimize the likelihood of conflicts requiring plan amendments or other modifications to projects during the permit review process.

· During instances when the PNDI search indicates potential impacts, early consultation with the proper jurisdictional agencies (preferably prior to plan development) is crucial.  Early consultation not only minimizes associated delays and cost but also facilitates the integration of more effective conservation measures into project planning.    

3.
POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR PERMIT APPLICANTS AND DEP PERMIT REVIEW STAFF 

A.  
Specific Considerations For Individual DEP Programs

DEP and County Conservation staffs are responsible for ensuring that the PNDI review has been completed, as applicable under this policy.

DEP regulatory requirements and procedures concerning the protection of special concern species and resources can vary among programs.  In addition, the federal and state agencies with jurisdiction over special concern species and resources have varying degrees of authority and regulations pertaining to the protection of these species and unique resources.

The PNDI information system is not the only means to identify special concern species and resources that may be affected by a proposed DEP permitted activity.  The PNDI system contains only known occurrences of special concern species and resources.  The majority of the state has not yet been surveyed.  Therefore, the absence of a record in the PNDI system does not mean that there are no resources of concern on any particular site.  

B.
Exemptions and Emergencies

Applications for modifications to the operation and management of existing facilities that do not involve activities having potential impacts to land or water resources, as well as those permit renewals with no significant changes to previously authorized activities, are exempt from this policy.   

The procedures outlined in this document do not apply to emergency situations.  Emergency response actions, including the issuance of emergency permits, are exempt from this policy.  An emergency undertaking is one that requires an immediate response to an imminent threat to public health, safety, property or the environment.  Examples of emergencies may include responses to natural disasters or major environmental accidents.  When addressing an emergency, the DEP will take appropriate steps to protect natural special concern species and resources as the situation allows.  Some emergencies may require follow-up permits, which may not be exempt from PNDI coordination. 
C.
PNDI Project Planning and Environmental Review Tool

In order to comply with regulatory requirements and to enhance biodiversity, an integral part of the DEP’s application review process is to ensure that a PNDI search has been completed.  To facilitate the implementation of this policy, the DEP, PNHP, and coordinating jurisdictional agencies have developed the PNDI Project Planning and Environmental Review Tool.

The PNDI Project Planning and Environmental Review Tool is a user-friendly interface that enables the public, including applicants, consultants, and project planners to perform PNDI project review searches online.  DEP or Conservation District staff can also access the tool for PNDI project screening.  

The online PNDI Environmental Review and Project Planning Tool can be accessed at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us in the bottom left corner of the site.  For information on how to use the PNDI Environmental Review Tool, click the link directly below the tool titled “How to use the ER Tool.”   
Note:  Because the Environmental Review Tool is easily accessible to the public, it is recommended that PNDI coordination be completed prior to project development and submission of the permit application.  In addition, for cases where a “Potential Impact” has been identified before the application has been submitted to DEP, it is strongly recommended that the application should not be submitted until the conflict has been resolved.      
In order to adequately provide for the protection of special concern species and resources while reducing the number of false hits when conducting PNDI searches, it is important that the correct project area and type is entered into the PNDI Environmental Review Tool.  See Appendix A for more details on determining the project area and type.
If the applicant does not have Internet access, DEP staff or the County Conservation District Office will perform searches for them as part of a preplanning process or as part of the permit application process. The DEP permit applications and plan approval packages affected by this policy include instructions and search request forms to assist applicants with PNDI searches.  

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Large Projects

Some projects are too large to be drawn in the PNDI Environmental Review Tool and are therefore called “Large Projects”.  A project is considered a “Large Project” when they are: 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· Projects that exceed the tool map limits (linear and non-linear)
        Over approximately 2-2.84 miles depending on browser size

· Projects that will not fit on a 1:24,000 scale map. 

Project Maximums are limited to: 
- 1024 x 768 browsers: 2625 acres; 15,000 feet long x 7600 feet wide;
   approximately 2.8 miles
      - 800 x 600 browsers: 1050 acres; 11,000 feet long x 4000 feet wide;
   approximately 2 miles

· Township-wide, Countywide or Statewide Projects.  Examples:  Act 537 Sewage Plans, Wind Farms, Roadway Improvements exceeding map limits above.  

“Large Projects” should be submitted directly to all four jurisdictional agencies listed in Appendix C.  They will review the project and return a clearance/recommendation letter to the applicant to submit to DEP with their permit application.   

If a project is considered a “Large Project”, forward a completed PNDI Form (Appendix B) and a copy of a USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle map with project boundary and quad name marked on the map to each of the jurisdictional agencies mentioned in Appendix C.  Large Projects should not be submitted piecemeal. The entire project area including roads and infrastructure should be submitted as a single unit.    Please mail only one (1) copy of the project review request. Do not email the project information. Allow approximately 30 days from agency receipt of the review request for a response.
D. 
Review and Completion of the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory Search Form

To facilitate PNDI coordination, the DEP, PNHP, and coordinating jurisdictional agencies have developed the PNDI Environmental Review Form (See Appendix B).

The PNDI Environmental Review Form can be accessed from the PNHP website www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us or obtained from DEP and County Conservation District offices.  The PNDI Form can be used to submit to the DEP to perform the PNDI online search if the applicant does not have Internet access, submit to jurisdictional agencies for further review if a “Potential Impact” was encountered during your PNDI search, or submit to the jurisdictional agencies for PNDI review if a project is considered a “Large Project”.

E.
Environmental Review Tool Questions


During the search process, the online PNDI ER Tool sometimes generates Questions based on the project type, location, and the species or resources present in the area.  These questions will reduce the need for further coordination with jurisdictional agencies for those projects that may have “No Impacts” based on their type and location. 


If Questions arise while using the online PNDI ER Tool, the person performing the search should answer them to the best of their knowledge.  The person conducting the search should consult with the applicant to clarify any unknown answers to the Questions.  In turn, the Questions and answers should be initialed on the Receipt by the person conducting the search—indicating that they have answered the questions to the best of their knowledge.  Note: The results of the search are based on answers provided, if answers given to these Questions are later found to be inaccurate, the search should be conducted again based on the correct information.

F.
PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt

The online PNDI system generates a search “Receipt” titled “PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt.”  This PNDI Receipt contains important information regarding the occurrence of special concern species and resources for each search.  Receipts are not automatically submitted to DEP or the jurisdictional agencies.  The person conducting the online search must print and mail or fax the Receipt to DEP or the jurisdictional agencies indicated on the Receipt.  The applicant should follow the directions on the Receipt—which may indicate that there are either “Potential Impacts” or “No Impacts” within the project area.
As part of a normal permit application, the applicant/consultant shall include documentation showing that he or she completed an online PNDI Environmental Review (or submitted a “Large Project” review request) and attempted to resolve any conflicts with the required agencies before submitting the permit application to DEP.  
PNDI Receipts contain both standard language and information specific to a particular search.  When Receipts are submitted to DEP as part of the permit application process, DEP staff will review the details of the Receipt to verify they are complete, have the correct project information, and are signed and initialed where required.  It is important that the details on the Receipt match the project type, size, and location of the project submitted for the permit application. The results of the PNDI search are valid only if the information entered is accurate.  If the PNDI search information does not closely match other information available regarding the project, the online PNDI search must be re-run correctly.  It is also important to look for Questions and the applicant’s answers to the Questions.  If answers are inaccurate, the search should be re-run with the correct information.  It should be confirmed if there are any Avoidance Measures and, if so, if they have been initialed, and if there are Conservation Measures suggested as well (see Section G below for more information on Avoidance and Conservation Measures).  All sections of the Receipt that request Initials or Signatures should be complete when submitted with permit applications.

PNDI searches are valid for one (1) year from the date of the search.  If a permit application or permit registration request is submitted more than one year after the initial search, or conclusion of coordination with the jurisdictional agency (whichever is later), then a new PNDI search is required.  The PNDI search is valid only for the specific location and project for which it was run.  
· Note to DEP staff: enter PC- Complete PNDI Check subtask into the DEP’s “Environment, Facility, Application, Compliance Tracking System,” (eFACTS) after completing the evaluation.  The entry will include the computer-assigned PNDI search number in the comment field, indicating that a PNDI search has been completed.  

G.  
Resolution of PNDI Search Results

No Impact
If no special concern species or resource occurrences or concerns are identified during PNDI search/coordination, then the requirements of this policy are satisfied.  To document that the PNDI consultation requirements have been completed, copies of the PNDI Receipt must be submitted along with permit applications or requests for permit registrations.  No further action is necessary regarding PNDI coordination.  

Potential Impacts
A “Potential Impact” Receipt means the project is located in the vicinity of a special concern species or resource and needs to be reviewed in more detail by the jurisdictional agency/ies indicated on the Receipt.   Where potential impacts are identified, the Receipt will provide appropriate jurisdictional agency contact information to facilitate further review and coordination.  The PNDI Receipt lists a specific agency contact as well as the types of information that the jurisdictional agency will request to further research the area and resolve any issues.  A clearance or recommendation letter from the jurisdictional agency/ies indicated on the Potential Impact Receipt is required as proof that the applicant consulted with the jurisdictional agency/ies regarding the potential impact/s.  The clearance or recommendation letters must be submitted along with the PNDI Receipt to DEP with the permit application.  
If applicants do not have Internet access, DEP or County Conservation District staff will conduct the PNDI search for them and provide notice to applicants when a “Potential Impact” is detected.  Notice will include a copy of the PNDI Receipt along with clear direction indicating who (i.e. the applicant or permit reviewer) will take the lead in contacting the jurisdictional agency for further resolution.  The permit reviewer will use best professional judgment in assisting the applicant through the process.  Standard administrative review subtasks should be used to stop and start the Moneyback Guarantee clock.

Avoidance Measures


The online PNDI system sometimes generates Avoidance Measures based on the project type, the project location and the species or resources present in the area.  Avoidance Measures are intended to reduce the need for further coordination with jurisdictional agencies on projects that could be “No Impacts” if the Avoidance Measure is carried out.  If the Receipt contains Avoidance Measures, the PNDI review is not complete or satisfied unless the applicant has initialed indicating they can and will fulfill the Avoidance Measure for that project.  If the applicant cannot or chooses not to meet the Avoidance Measure, the project must be sent into the jurisdictional agency for further review and coordination.  A clearance or recommendation letter is then required from the agency involved.


When a Receipt with Avoidance Measures is submitted as part of the DEP permit application process, DEP staff should verify that the Avoidance Measures were initialed.  By initialing the measures, the applicant agrees to abide by them for the project.  If the Avoidance Measures are not initialed on the Receipt, then it is assumed that the applicant cannot fulfill the Avoidance Measures. In this case, a clearance or recommendation letter is required from the jurisdictional agency/ies indicated on the Receipt before a permit may be issued.  Both “Potential Impact” and Avoidance Measures may occur for the same project with the same or different jurisdictional agencies.  Avoidance Measures may be included in the Project Description for General Permits.  For individual permits, and oil and gas well permits, the Avoidance Measures should be included in the Project Description contained in the permit application and may be added as conditions of the permit. 

Conservation Measures


The online PNDI system sometimes generates Conservation Measures based on the project type, project location, and species or resources present in the area.  These Conservation Measures are suggestions meant to reduce further impact to the special concern species or resource in the vicinity of the project or to protect special concern species or resources that currently lack legal protection.  A Conservation Measure may be pursued at the discretion of the DEP program based on their best professional knowledge as applied to the project and site. 

The PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt is the official documentation needed to show completion of the PNDI Environmental Review Tool search effort.  DEP staff may accept any of the following as proof that PNDI coordination has been satisfied:
1. “No Impact” Receipt specific to the proposed project—No further coordination is required with PNDI within one-year of Receipt date unless project plans change. 
2. “Potential Impact” Receipt specific to the proposed project submitted with clearance or recommendation letter(s) from the agency/agencies indicated on the Receipt.  If the Receipt contains Avoidance Measures, the PNDI review is not complete or satisfied unless the applicant has initialed indicating they can and will fulfill the Avoidance Measure for that project.  If the Avoidance Measure cannot be met or if the applicant chooses not to, the project must be sent to the jurisdictional agency indicated for further review.  In the latter case, a clearance or recommendation letter will be required from the jurisdictional agency/agencies indicated and submitted along with the Receipt.  Both Potential Impacts and Avoidance Measures may occur for the same project with the same or different jurisdictional agencies.  If the Receipt contains a Conservation Measure, that measure may be pursued at the discretion of the DEP program based on their knowledge of the project and site. Conservation measures are recommended by the jurisdictional agencies but are not required.  
3. Clearance/Recommendation letters, specific to the proposed project, received directly from each of the four jurisdictional agencies (e.g. in the case of Large Projects).  
DEP staff may complete the PNDI Environmental Review online search for the proposed site if the applicant does not have Internet access.  DEP staff will print the Receipt (if they are performing the search) and direct the applicant to contact the jurisdictional agencies if requested by the Receipt results.

Jurisdictional Agency Coordination

The jurisdictional agency to be contacted is determined by the special concern species or resource present, and the respective applicable state and federal regulations (see Appendix C).  Normally, the jurisdictional agency initiates and/or requests the field view/survey, not DEP.  These agencies include the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureaus of Forestry and Topographic and Geologic Survey, PA Fish and Boat Commission, PA Game Commission, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

· Coordination with a jurisdictional agency involves an examination of more detailed project, site, and special concern species and resource information.  Once contacted by the applicant/individual requesting the PNDI search, the jurisdictional agency will often request more detailed information about the project in order to complete a more thorough review.

· The jurisdictional agency may determine in writing that the project will have no impact on the resource.  This written documentation should be submitted along with a copy of the PNDI Receipt as part of the permit application or registration process.  Verification of the submitted PNDI Receipt may be performed by the appropriate jurisdictional agency. 
· If the more detailed analysis is not sufficient to show that there will be no impact on the special concern species or resource, a field review/survey may be necessary to verify its location relative to the project and the potential for its disturbance.  Normally, due to staff limitations, applicants will be directed to secure the services of a professional environmental consultant to survey for the special concern species or resource. If there is sufficient staff time available, the field review may sometimes be performed by the appropriate jurisdictional agency.  If requested, the consultant should provide a mitigation plan to avoid, minimize, or otherwise mitigate impacts during project construction as well as after project completion. 
Appendix A:  Determination of Project Type & Area
In order for a PNDI search to be valid, it is important that the correct project area and type is entered into the PNDI Environmental Review Tool.  
Determining Project Type

Select the Type of project that is being submitted from the project list provided.  There are often secondary and tertiary selections that greater define the project type.  
Project Type is a VERY important component of the PNDI Environmental Review Tool—please be sure to choose the category that BEST describes the project.  You may browse alternate project types, then return to the main menu by pressing the “Back” or “Project Type” buttons.  
Locating the Project 

Project areas can be navigated within the PNDI Environmental Review Tool by any of four different methods:  municipality, USGS quad name, zip code, or latitude/longitude. 
It is important to note that locating projects by latitude and longitude is only valid for projects with an area of earth disturbance limited to an 800-foot radius of its location.  Examples of this are cell towers, oil and gas wells, culvert replacements, and minor bridge repair.
Determining Project Areas

The Project Area is the entire site in question.  If there is a 200-acre subdivision, but the permit application is for a stream crossing only—the entire 200-acre subdivision is the Project Area.  This procedure is so that all potential areas of earth disturbance are reviewed for possible impacts.   If new access roads, transmission lines, etc. will be constructed as part of the project—they must be included in the total project disturbance area.
Drawing Project Areas

Projects can be drawn within the PNDI Environmental Review Tool three different ways: points, lines, and shapes.  
Points: 
Point:  

Should only use when the area of disturbance will be less than an 800-foot radius (e.g. cell towers, oil wells, culvert replacements, minor bridge repairs).  

Lines: Use for linear projects (e.g. roadway repair, sewer lines, transmission lines)

Shapes: Use shapes whenever possible. It best describes the footprint of the project because it outlines the project boundary.  Can be used for all project types (e.g. residential development, new buildings, timber sales).
Appendix B:  
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	Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory

Project Planning & Environmental Review Form


This form provides site information necessary to perform an Environmental Review for special concern species and resources listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation Act, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat code or the Pennsylvania Game and Wildlife Code. 

Applicant Information

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number _____________________________________  Fax Number__________________________________

Contact Person Information-if different from applicant
Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number_____________________________________  Fax Number  _____________________________

Project Information

Project Name___________________________________________________________________________________

Project Location ________________________________________________________________________________

Municipality________________________County____________________________





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attach a copy of a U.S.G.S. 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle Map with Project Boundaries clearly marked.  U.S.G.S. Quad Name__________________________________________

Project Description
Proposed Project Activity  (including ALL earth disturbance areas and current conditions)

Total Acres of Property___________________    Acreage to be Impacted _______________________

1. Will the entire project occur in or on an existing building, parking lot, driveway, road, maintained road

   shoulder, street, runway, paved area, railroad bed, or maintained lawn? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    No  FORMCHECKBOX 

2.  Are there any waterways or waterbodies (intermittent or perennial rivers, streams, creeks, tributaries,

    lakes or ponds) in or near the project area, or on the land parcel?  If so, how many feet away is the

    project?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     ____________feet     No   FORMCHECKBOX 

3.   Are wetlands located in or within 300 feet of the project area?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 If No, is this the result of a 
     wetland delineation? _______________________________________________________________________
If you have a "PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt" with potential impacts, please send a receipt copy and this completed form along with a USGS Quad Map to the agency/agencies indicated on the receipt. If you are unable to generate a PNDI Receipt because you do not have Internet access, complete this form, attach a USGS Quad Map, and send them to your local DEP or County Conservation District.   For review of a "Large Project," please send form and map to all the agencies listed below.  See page 2 for more information. 
	Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources 

Bureau of Forestry, Ecological Services Section
400 Market St., PO Box 8552

Harrisburg, PA 17105

fax: 717-772-0271
	PA Fish and Boat Commission

Natural Diversity Section

450 Robinson Lane

Bellefonte, PA 16823

 fax 814-359-5175



	                        PA Game Commission

Bureau of Land Management

2001 Elmerton Avenue

Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797

fax: 717-787-6957
	US Fish and Wildlife Service

Endangered Species Biologist

315 South Allen St., Suite 322

 State College, PA  16801

no faxes please




How to Use the PNDI

 Project Planning & Environmental Review Form
How do I access the PNDI Environmental Review Tool?

Visit www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us. Click on “PNDI Project Planning and Environmental Review” on the bottom left corner of the homepage to access the tool.  Click the “How to Use the ER Tool” link for step-by-step instructions on using the Environmental Review Tool.

When do I use this form?

1. Before conducting the PNDI online search
The Applicant can complete the PNDI Form and submit it to the person conducting the online PNDI Project Planning and Environmental Review Tool search.  This person could be someone from DEP, the County Conservation Districts, or a consultant. Alternatively, if the Applicant plans to conduct the PNDI online search his or herself—a search form is not needed prior to the PNDI online search.  

2. After conducting the PNDI online search
If your PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt has “Potential Impacts,” DEP and the jurisdictional agencies require that you submit additional information to the agencies indicated on the Receipt for further review.  Please send a copy of the PNDI Receipt, a completed PNDI Form, and a USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle map with project boundaries delineated on the map to the agencies referenced on your PNDI Receipt.

3. If your Project is a “Large Project”— too large/long to search on the online system

A project is considered a “Large Project” when they are:

· Linear/Large Projects that exceed map limits: approximately 2-2.84 miles depending on browser size

· Projects that will not fit on 1:24,000 scale map.  Project Maximums: 
 1024 x 768 browsers: 2625 acres; 15,000 feet long x 7600 feet wide; approximately 2.84 miles
 800 x 600 browsers: 1050 acres; 11,000 feet long x 4000 feet wide; approximately 2 miles

· Township-wide, Countywide or Statewide Projects. Examples:  Act 537 Sewage Plans, Wind Farms, Roadway Improvements exceeding map limits above. 

For “Large Project” review, please forward a completed PNDI Form and a USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle with project boundaries and quad name marked on the map to DCNR, PFBC, PGC, and USFWS (contact information on page 1 of form). Due to system limitations and agency requirements, projects should not be submitted piecemeal. The entire project area including roads and infrastructure should be submitted as a single unit.    

PNDI Form Definitions
Applicant: Person that owns the property or is proposing the project or activity

Contact Person: Person to receive response if different than applicant (e.g. Consultant)

Project Name: Descriptive title of project (e.g. Twin Pines Subdivision, Miller Bridge Replacement)

Project Location: Description of actual location (e.g. Intersection of Smith and Clay Rd., Lat & Long)

Proposed Activity: Include ALL earth disturbance activities for project (e.g. for a timber sale—include stream

crossings, cutting areas and new roadway accesses).  Also include Current Conditions (e.g. housing,  farmland, current land cover), and how Construction/Maintenance Activity is to be accomplished

Total Acres of Property:  Entire site acreage (e.g. timber sale property—including road access (200 acres)

Acreage to be Impacted:  Disturbance acreage (e.g. timber sale—property is 200 acres, but only 100 acres

will be disturbed—cutting on 90 acres, a road impacting 10 acres); include all temporary and permanent activities 

              Appendix C:
JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY CONTACT LIST

STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR PNDI RESOURCES

For information on the current official status of a species, please consult the appropriate agency, as listed below. 

1) PLANTS AND PNDI

The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) has responsibility for managing the Commonwealth's native wild plants, as well as overall management of PNDI database/operations.  DCNR also maintains locational information of terrestrial invertebrates, significant natural communities and geologic features.  
· Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Bureau of Forestry, Ecological Services Section
400 Market St., PO Box  8552  
      
      Harrisburg, PA 17105
                              717-787-3444



      Fax: 717-783-5109

· 


2) FISH, REPTILES, AMPHIBIANS and AQUATIC ORGANISMS

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) is responsible for the management of fish, reptiles, amphibians, and aquatic organisms. 

· Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
Natural Diversity Section
450 Robinson Lane 

Bellefonte, PA 16823
814-359-5118

Fax: 814-359-5153

3) BIRDS AND MAMMALS

The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) has the responsibility for managing the state's wild birds and mammals. 

· Pennsylvania Game Commission 
Bureau of Land Management
2001 Elmerton Avenue 

Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797
717-787-6818

Fax: 717-787-6957
4) FEDERAL STATUS SPECIES

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is responsible for federally listed, proposed and candidate species under the Federal Endangered Species Act; this responsibility is shared with the appropriate state agency. 

· United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Endangered Species Biologist
315 South Allen St., Suite 322 
State College, PA  16801
814-234-4090

Fax: 814-234-0748
Appendix D
List of Authorities

General Authority Concerning Listing of Species

Federal

Statutes:



Endangered Species Act of 1973




16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq.

Regulations:


50 CFR § 17.11 (Endangered and threatened wildlife)

50 CFR § 17.12 (Endangered and threatened plants)

50 CFR 17.95 (Critical Habitat - fish and wildlife)

50 CFR Part 222 (General endangered and threatened species)

50 CFR Part 226 (Designated critical habitat)

50 CFR Part 402 (Interagency Cooperation)



50 CFR Part 424 (Listing endangered and threatened species and






      designating critical habitat)

State

Statutes:


Wild Resources Conservation Act (administered by the Department of Conservation 


and Natural Resources)



32 P.S. §§ 5301 et seq.  (Plants) 




(Section 5307 – Wild Plant Management)


Fish and Boat Code (administered by the Fish and Boat Commission)



30 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 101 et seq. (Fish, amphibians and reptiles)




(Section 102 – definitions and section 2305 Threatened and Endangered Species) 


Game and Wildlife Code (administered by the Game Commission)



34 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 101 et seq.  (Birds and mammals)




(Section 102 – definitions and Section 2167 Endangered or Threatened species) 

Regulations:


Department of Conservation and Natural Resources



17 Pa. Code Chapter 45 – Conservation of Pennsylvania Native Wild Plants (Plants)  


Fish and Boat Commission

58 Pa. Code Chapter 75 – Endangered species (Fish, amphibians and reptiles)  


Game Commission
58 Pa. Code Chapter 133 – Wildlife Classification (Birds and mammals)    

DEP regulations concerning protection of threatened or endangered species and use of Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory.

Mineral Resources

25 Pa. Code § 77.126 (Criteria for permit approval or denial)

25 Pa. Code § 86.37 (Criteria for permit approval or denial)

25 Pa. Code § 77.126 (a)(10)  (Criteria for permit approval or denial.)

25 Pa. Code § 86.37 (Criteria for permit approval or denial.)

25 Pa. Code § 86.101 (Definitions.)

25 Pa. Code §§ 87.50, 88.33, 89.74 and 90.18  (Fish and wildlife resource     information.)

25 Pa. Code §§ 87.159, 88.133, 88.221, 88.234  (Postmining land use.)

25 Pa. Code §§ 87.138, 89.65, 89.82 and 90.150  (Protection of fish, wildlife and environmental values.)

25 Pa. Code § 87.84, 88, 62  (Fish and wildlife protection and enhance plant plans.)

25 Pa. Code § 90.202  (General requirements.) (Siting coal refuse disposal site.)

Waste Management
25 Pa. Code § 236.128  (Natural Resources.)

25 Pa. Code § 245.235 (Environmental assessment.)

25 Pa. Code § 250.1  (Definitions.) 

25 Pa. Code § 250.311  (Evaluation of ecological receptors.)

25 Pa. Code §269.a.50  (Environmental assessment considerations.)

25 Pa. Code §§ 271.127, 287.127  (Environmental assessment.)

25 Pa. Code § 271.915  (Management practices.) (Sewage sludge.)

25 Pa. Code § 291.201  (General provisions.) (Land application of residual waste.)

Water Resources

25 PA. Code § 71.21  (Content of official plans.)

25 Pa. Code § 92.2a  (Treatment requirements.)

25 Pa. Code § 92.4c  (Implementation of antidegradation requirements.)

25 Pa. Code § 102.6  (Permit applications and fees.)

25 Pa. Code § 105.16  (Environmental, social and economic balancing.)

25 Pa. Code § 105.17  (Wetlands.)

25 Pa. Code § 105.381  (Location of dredging.)

25 Pa. Code § 105.401  (Permit applications.)

25 Pa. Code § 105.452  (Status of prior converted cropland – statement of policy.)

Appendix E:  









· 
· 
PNDI Tool Receipt Summary
“No Impact” Receipt—No further coordination required with PNDI jurisdictional agencies within one-year of Receipt date unless project plans change.  Print the receipt and send in with DEP permit application.  

“Potential Impact” Receipt—The applicant must consult with the jurisdictional agency/agencies noted on the receipt for further review of the project.  Please send the information requested on the receipt to the agency/agencies noted.  The applicant will receive recommendation or clearance letters from the agency/agencies, which then can be turned in for DEP permits along with the ER Receipt.  Please see below for Potential Impact Receipts with Avoidance and/or Conservation Measures.  
Potential Impact Receipt with Avoidance Measures

Avoidance Measures are intended to reduce the need for further coordination with Jurisdictional Agencies on projects that could be “No Impacts” if the Avoidance Measures are carried out.  If the Receipt contains Avoidance Measures, the PNDI review is not complete or satisfied until the applicant has initialed indicating they can and will fulfill the Avoidance Measures for that project.  If the Avoidance Measure cannot be met or if the applicant chooses not to fulfill it, the project is treated as a “Potential Impact” and must be sent to the Jurisdictional Agency indicated for further review.  In the latter case, a clearance or recommendation letter will be required from the jurisdictional agency/agencies indicated, along with the ER Receipt for submission with DEP permit applications.  

Both Potential Impacts and Avoidance Measures may occur for the same project with the same or different Jurisdictional Agencies. 

· If a Potential Impact is listed after the Avoidance Measures on the Receipt for the SAME Jurisdictional Agency, this means that there are two or more special concern species or resources in the vicinity and the Avoidance Measures only cover some, not all, of the species that generated the Potential Impact.  The project must be forwarded on to the Jurisdictional Agency listed on the Receipt after the Avoidance Measure for clearance.  The Receipt should be initialed beside the Avoidance Measure if the measure can and will be met before submitting the permit application to DEP.  

· If there is an Avoidance Measure for one Jurisdictional Agency and a Potential Impact listed for a different agency, then the Avoidance Measure must be initialed (if the measure can be fulfilled) and the project should be forwarded to the other Jurisdictional Agency/Agencies for clearance or recommendation letters.

Potential Impact Receipt with Conservation Measures

Conservation Measures are suggestions meant to reduce further impact to the special concern species or resource in the vicinity of the project or to protect special concern species or resources that currently lack legal protection.  If the Receipt contains a Conservation Measure, that measure can be pursued at the discretion of the DEP program based on their knowledge of the project and site. Conservation Measures are strongly recommended by the Jurisdictional Agencies but are not required.  
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