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Midland
Painted
Turtle
Chrysemys picta marginata
General characteristics. The attractive painted turtle is the most wide

spread of any in North America. One subspecies with ihtergrades, which
may show characteristics from other subspecies in adjoining areas, is found
in Pennsylvania. Not a particularly large turtle, it attains adult sizes of four
to six inches along the upper shell, or
carapace.
Identification. The carapace is olive or
black, oval, smooth, and somewhat flat
tened. Red and black markings on the
edges of the shell, in the form of bars or
crescent-shaped patterns, are good iden
tifying characteristics. The plastron is an
· unmistakable yellow or red with a dark
blotch in its center. Each side of the head
is marked with bright-yellow spots and Figure IV-9
stripes (See Figure IV-9), and yellow and Bright yellow spots and stripes
the side of the head of the
red stripes define the neck, legs and tail. mark
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Range. Its range extends from southern
Quebec and Ontario in Canada south
ward to Tennessee. It misses most of Vir
ginia and North Carolina. In Pennsyl
vania, the painted turtle is found from
border to border in all directions.
Habitat. It is fond of basking and often is
observed sunning itself on a large rock
beside a slow-moving stream or river. Shallow areas of lakes or ponds also
attract the painted turtle. It particularly likes streams with soft bottoms,
generously sprinkled with vegetation and dotted with submerged logs.

Red-Eared Slider (Trachemys scripta elegans)

General cbaracterlstics. Red-eared sliders are non-native to Pennsylvania.
They are included in this book because they have gained a foothold in
Pennsylvania waters and wetlands and are seen with increasing frequency.
Red-eared sliders from Pennsylvania have been recorded with shell lengths
of up to 10 inches. This species is native to the southcentral and southeast
ern United States. However, for decades these turtles have been sold in pet
stores in Pennsylvania and other states outside of its natural range. People
have illegally released their pet turtles into the wild in Pennsylvania, thereby
creating self-sustaining populations. This is ecologically undesirable because
these turtles compete with native species for food, basking areas and nesting
areas.
Identification. Red-eared sliders could be confused with map turtles, red-bel
lied turtles and even painted turtles because they exhibit some characteris
tics common to each of these species. However, only the red-eared slider
contains, as its name suggests, a bright-red patch or stripe immediately pos
terior to the eye on the side of its head.
Range. New information comes in each year regarding the distribution of
red-eared sliders in Pennsylvania.They are well-established in many waters of
the Delaware River drainage, around some of the larger cities in the state and
in several isolated locations. Their clustered distribution in areas around
cities is directly related to the release of former pets into neighboring parks,
lakes and rivers.
Habitat. This turtle prefers areas that offer slow-moving water, soft, muddy
bottoms and an abundance of aquatic vegetation. These habitats can be
found in large rivers, canals, ponds and lakes. Basking sites are important for
proper thermoregulation and may cause sliders to congregate.
Reproduction. Depending on the growth rates of an individual, the age of first
reproduction can range from two to eight years, with age three to four a typ
ical average. Little is known about the specifics of reproduction in
Pennsylvania populations, but elsewhere, egg laying occurs during May,June

