
Taxonomy is the practice and science of categorization or classification. In our 

case we are studying how taxonomy is used to classify living organisms.  

Kingdom 
Phylum 

Class 

Here is an example of a complete taxonomic 

tree using a red fox as an example.  

All of your study species have the 

same Domain, Kingdom, Phylum, 

and Class. Which Class is the red 

fox in? Mammalia contains all 

mammals. Our study species’ 

taxonomic trees begin to split at 

the Order level of classification.  

On the next page you will see all the species from your Game Commission Mammal 

Tracks resource broken down into their various orders and families.  

 * Each category is narrowed down based on the 

various characteristics of the organism. * 



Artiodactyla 

 Carnivora  

Rodentia 

Didelphimorphia 

Lagomorpha 

Canidae 
“Dog Family” 

Erethizontidae 
“Porcupine Family” 

Sciuridae 
“Squirrel Family” 

Procyonidae 
“Procyonid Family” 

Mephitidae 
“Skunk Family” 

Didelphidae 
“Opossum Family” 

Ursidae 
“Bear Family” 

Leporidae 
“Rabbit Family” 

Cervidae 
“Deer Family” 

Elk 

White-tailed Deer 

Bobcat 

American Beaver 

Opossum 

Woodchuck 

Gray Squirrel 

Muskrat 

Mink  

River Otter 

Cottontail Rabbit  

Order Family 

Mustelidae 
“Mustelid Family” 

Cricetidae 
“Cricetids Family” 

Felidae 
“Cat Family” 

Castoridae 
“Beaver Family” 

Large teeth and powerful 

jaws. 

Two large, continuously 

growing front teeth. 

Tails and big toes on rear 

paws are opposable. 

Large stomachs and limbs 

specialized to escape predators. 

Ability to chew with mouth 

cavity closed and short tails. 

Porcupine 

Raccoon 

Black Bear 

Eastern Coyote 

Red Fox 

Gray Fox 

Striped Skunk 

Common Name 
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