
STREAM ORDER 

Moving waters are placed into categories called stream order. It is a way of grouping 

streams and rivers based on their size and loca�on within a watershed. All streams 

start from a single source such as a spring, pond, lake, snowmelt or rainwater high on 

a ridge, hill or mountaintop. The water drains down through its watershed to meet 

and merge with many different streams. The small starter streams are called first-

order streams. These small first-order streams create second-order streams. Two 

different second-order streams combine to form a third-order stream and that flows 

into rivers un�l it eventually reaches an ocean.  






