Timber  { "
Rattlesnake*

Crotalus horridus
Candidate Species

General characteristics. Though not the largest snake found in Pennsyl-

:f;rné:;hfe timber rattl.esnake has the distinction of being the largest of our
venonious species. It may reach adult sizes of 36 to 54 inches. It j
sometimes called the “‘banded’’ rattlesnake or “velvet-tail”’ rattler o
Like the copperhead and other snakes, the timber rattlesnake wbuld j
as soon bg left alone. It is not an aggressive creature. The timber rattl 3
prone to lie quietly or crawl away to safety if given the chance o
The timber rattler stands its ground (like many other animal.s) if it feel
threatened and unable to escape. When striking, venom may be rclease;
f.rom glands located in the head and injected into the victim through modi
fied front teeth referred to as fangs. It should be noted that a dgefer?l;)ivlc-t

Str lke d()CS not al Ways lrlClUdC arelease o venom. V enom pr mar lly (l
r l f n
p 1 1S use

itscf;)r?)tﬁ:ilgl}'l ;&Ir)r(r)xpl;ll?r beliefl,(the timber rattlesnake does not always sound
ctore striking. In fact, when striking b
the need to defend itself, more : i
I ; often than not the snake ik i
audible warning. The “‘rattle.” f i i i guLan
A » from which this snake obviousl ets i
ts
name, is an organ of loosely attached, hollow horny segments faztegned lttg

the tail. Rapidly vibrating i
. the tail causes these -li
strike one another, producing an button-like segments to

unmistakable buzzing sound. The
rattle may grow by two to four seg-
ments annually, because new seg-
ments are added each time the skin
is shed. Thus, the number of seg-
ments on the rattle, or ‘‘cloche,’” as
it is called, cannot be used to deter-
mine the age of the snake. How-
ever, the larger the snake, the
louder the buzzing.

Identification. Timber rattlesnakes
are found in two different color
phases, black and the less common
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from one phase to the other on any individual snake. On a yellow speci-
men, black or dark-brown crossbands contrast against a yellow back-
ground that might range from dull to a deep lemon. In some cases, the
“‘yellow’’ tends to be brownish or grayish, but always lighter than the
black phase. The crossbands are often V-shaped and tend to break up
toward the rear of the body to form a row of dark spots down the back and
along each side.

The more common black phase timber rattlers have a heavy stipling or
flecking of very dark browns or blacks that covers most of the lighter or
yellowish pigments. Completely black specimens are not all that rare in
some areas.

The unmarked head of the timber rattlesnake is covered with numerous
small, keeled scales. The facial pit is located as usual between the eye and
nostril, confirming the timber rattlesnake to be one of the pit vipers (See
Figure VI-14). The pupil of the eye is elliptical, not rounded as it is on
Pennsylvania’s nonvenonious snakes (See Figure VI-14). The tail is black
regardless of the color phase of the body. Unlike our nonvenonious
species, which have two rows of scales on the underside of the tail, the
venonmious snakes have one row. The timber rattlesnake is no exception to
this rule.

Range. The range of this reptile begins —"%
in the north in New Hampshire, extend-
ing southward to Georgia. It appears
from Illinois to Arkansas and northeast
Texas. The timber rattlesnake is found in
the central two-thirds of Pennsylvania.
Its range does not extend into the coun-
ties bordering Ohio or into the extreme
southeast. The range follows roughly
the major mountain ranges that move diagonally across the state.

Habitat. This snake is at home in timber-covered terrain, especially that of
second-growth woodland where an abundance of rodents may be found. It
likes wooded hillsides accented with rock outcrops where ledges of stone
might provide opportunities for basking (See Figure VI-20). When winter
sets in, fissures in these places provide passage to deep dens for hiberna-
tion. Slopes with a southern exposure are preferred.

The timber rattlesnake seeks winter protection below the frost line,
preferably in dens that maintain a temperature of around 50 degrees. In the
spring, as daytime temperatures approach 60 degrees, the rattlers begin to
emerge to bask near the den site. Although later they may travel some
distance from the den to take up residence in more open areas, shaded
areas will always be nearby to F ¥ -
provide protection as summer '
temperatures turn hot. Each fall
the timber rattlesnake returns to
its original den, even though it
may have wandered several
miles during the summer
months.

Basking in the warm rays of Figure VI-20
the snn is an important and nec- Warm temperatures entice this timber rattle-




body temperature to increase, the snake ensures proper functioning of
several organs while ridding the body of disease and parasites. The fe-
male’s basking also allows for full, proper development of eggs and em-
bryos.

Reproduction. Breeding takes place in July, August or September with the
female giving birth to live young in August or September of the following
year. Five to 17 young are born, reaching 10 to 13 inches in length. The
brood may include individuals of both yellow and black color phases.

The female matures in four to five years and breeds for the first time at

five or six years of age. The female breeds only every two to three years
and thus may bear a litter perhaps 10 to 15 times in her lifespan of 30 to 50
years. The intervening years are needed to store sufficient body fat to
sustain her during the second summer the progeny are developing. It is
believed she does not feed during the summer of her year-long gestation
period. While carrying her young, she consumes only rainfall, gathering
the precious liquid from small deposits caught by leaves or depressions in
rocks. Decreasing populations have made it a candidate species.
Food. Mice and other rodents make up the majority of the food eaten by
the timber rattlesnake. Squirrels, rabbits, chipmunks and even small birds
add variety to the diet, as do frogs or lizards on rare occasions. The prey is
captured as it wanders into striking range of the hunter, coiled and ready
and usually hidden near a log or other object. Venom injected into the prey
becomes an effective tool in satisfying the need for food.

Eastern
Massasauga

Sistrurus catenatus catenatus
Endangered Species

General characteristics. The eastern massasauga is a rattlesnake. It is the
smallest of Pennsylvania’s three venomous snakes, but the one with the
biggest problem. Reflecting concern for its dwindling numbers, this reptile
has been placed on Pennsylvania’s List of Endangered Species. It is illegal to
possess, kill, sell or offer for sale this or any other animal on the endan-
gered list.

The biggest problem facing this small rattlesnake is loss of habitat. A
resident of swampy areas, much of its habitat has been drained or dried up.
In some cases, new or widened highways encroached into its wet domain
and with each new lane of traffic, acres of vital habitat were lost.

X

Indian word meaning great river mouth. It alludes to what was typical
Chippewa country, which often included swampland surrounding the
mouths of rivers.

Identification. Reflecting its preferred habitat, the massasauga rattlesnake
sometimes is referred to as the ‘“‘swamp’’ rattler. It does not grow much
larger than 20 to 30 inches.

The massasauga is brownish gray to almost black on its back and sides
with a row of rounded, dark-brown or black blotches running down the
middle of the back. Usually three rows of smaller and lighter blotches or
spots stretch along each side. A dark bar, bordered with a lighter color,
extends from the eye to the rear of the jaw, and several dark bars start at the
top of the head and flow onto the neck. The facial pit is in its usual position
between the eye and nostril. The belly is black with scattered white or
yellowish markings. Nine plates (actually large scales) cover the crown of
the head, compared to the timber rattlesnake’s numerous small scales. The
tail is stocky or stout, ending in a moderately developed rattle. The under-
side of the tail has a single row of scales, similar to the other
venomous snakes in Pennsylvania. The anal plate is single; the scales over
the back are keeled.

Range. In Pennsylvania, the eastern mas- F '
sasauga is found in portions of only five
or six counties in the westcentral section
of the state. It extends into Ohio and as
far as Illinois and Iowa. It runs north-
ward to Wisconsin and Michigan.
Habitat. 1t shows a distinct preference
for marshy areas with swampland, flood
plains and other wet areas adjacent to drier old-field uplands providing
favorite haunts. Even so, there are occasions when the massasauga may
stray from these areas and be found in dry woodlands.

Typical of most cold-blooded animals, the massasauga suns itself on mild
days, allowing the warming rays of the sun to raise the body temperature to
levels beneficial to its functioning. During the hottest part of the summer,
the massasauga becomes crepuscular, taking advantage of the cooler twi-
light hours to roam and feed.

Reproduction. The massasauga breeds primarily during July and August,
giving birth to its young between July and early September. A typical litter
contains two to nearly 20 youngsters measuring six to nine inches long. At
birth, these young rattlers are well-patterned, although a bit paler than the
adults. The juveniles have an unmistakable yellowish tail tip.

Food. As might be expected, given its favorite habitat, frogs and other am-
phibians top the massasauga’s menu. Although amphibians may be prefer-
red, lizards, small rodents and small birds are taken from time to time as
well. This rattler uses much the same method as that used by the timber
rattlesnake in capturing its prey. Venom is injected to immobilize the prey
before it is swallowed. The only difference is that the venom produced by
the massasauga is not quite as toxic as the venom of its larger cousin.




Green
Salamander

Aneides aeneus
Threatened Species

General characieristics. The green salamander belongs to the lungless sala-
mander family. This salamander family has more known species than any
other. As an individual species, however, the green salamander has been
placed on Pennsylvania’s List of Threatened Species. Found in only a small
area of the state, its restricted habitat is such that concern has been ex-

" pressed for its continued existence. Drastic changes to its restricted, prefer-
red habitat will affect the ability of this attractive salamander to continue to
maintain stable populations in Pennsylvania.

Reaching a length of just over three to about five inches, the green sala-
mander spends most of its day in hiding, preferring to move about in the
relative safety of the night.

Identification. The green salamander is aptly named and is considered our
only truly green salamander. Its green or greenish-yellow irregular patches
stand out boldly against an otherwise black body. It is a slender salamander
with a somewhat flattened body. The head, however, appears to be swollen
in the area just behind the eyes. The toes are square-tipped and expanded.
As a lungless salamander, the green salamander breathes through thin, moist
skin. Its costal grooves number 14 or 15.

Range. In Pennsylvania the green sala- =t
mander is found in only a small portion
of Fayette County in southwestern Penn-
sylvania. Its natural range, however, ex-
tends south into Alabama, making the
lower part of Pennsylvania just about the
northernmost extent of its range. N
Habitat. The green salamander appears
to prefer only sandstone outcroppings of
a particular geological formation in Pennsylvania, in areas that are damp,
but not necessarily wet. It takes refuge in the sheltered, narrow crevices
typically found in these large faces of stone. It would not be unusual either
to find the green salamander curled up under a stone or beneath the loose
bark of a rotting tree or stump. Although it likes humid areas, it also seeks
protection from the sun and rain. It occasionally climbs trees, but most
often is seen at or near ground level.




Black N
Rat Snake

Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta

General characteristics. This is the familiar “‘black snake.”’ The black rat
snake is the largest of 21 species generally recognized to be indigenous to the
state. Adult lengths of 42 to 100 inches have been recorded. The black rat
snake is active during the day throughout the cooler months of spring and
autumn. As the long days of summer grow hotter, it becomes more noctur-
nal in its movements, resting in a cool retreat as daytime temperatures climb.
The black rat snake is a powerful constrictor. It uses this physical strength to
subdue its prey by suffocation. Musk glands located in the vent can emit a
foul-smelling fluid, a defensive trait common among snakes.

Identification. The black rat snake is plain, shiny black. The skin between
its scales may be bluish white, yellow, red or orangish, although this color-
ation is not always evident. The belly of the black rat snake is an even
shade of white or yellow with darker mottling of gray or brown. The belly
becomes more slate gray as it approaches the tail. The chin and throat areas
are a toneless white or cream. The head of the black rat snake is clearly
defined in relation to the neck and body. A flattened snout seems to em-
phasize the head’s squarish appearance. Also, the black rat snake does not
have the rounded or tubular body common to most snakes. Its belly is flat,
meeting the sides at an angle. If one could imagine it viewed from the end,
it would resemble a loaf of bread rather than appear circular. The black rat
snake has a divided anal plate. The scales are only weakly keeled.

The young black rat snake is deeply patterned down the back and onto
the tail. The vivid dark-gray or brown blotches contrast strongly at first
with the paler gray body tones, but as the snake grows the pattern darkens.
By the time the snake approaches three feet in length (about two years old)
these markings are often lost, and it has assumed the uniform black appear-
ance of the adult black rat snake. The pattern, on close examination, can
sometimes still be seen.

The black rat snake frequently is confused with the black racer, but
several elements can be used to distinguish between the two. First, the
head of the black racer is narrow. The black rat has a squarish head, more
broad and with a flattened snout. Second, the scales of the black racer are
smooth and unmarked with other -1
colors. The scales on the middle of the
back of the black rat snake are slightly
keeled, and although its scales seem to
be edged in bluish white or yellow, the
skin between them is the lighter color.
Range. The black rat snake ranges from
southern New England and Ontario
south to Georgia, and from Wisconsin to

Louisiana. The entire state has some population of black rat snakes, and it
is seen quite frequently.

Habitai. The black rat snake occupies a variety of habitats. Anglers, hikers
and farmers can expect to see one of these large snakes almost anywhere. Tt
prefers hardwood forests, wooded valleys and hillsides, but the black rat
snake might feel just as welcome in an old field, barnyard or active farm-
land.

Farms might be a favorite because they usually offer a good supply of
mice and other small mammals. The black rat snake is an excellent climber
and uses small angles protruding from the belly scales to grip the rough
bark of a tree. This ability allows easy access to the hollow cavity of an old
tree and possible relief from unbearably hot summer temperatures. As win-
ter approaches, the black rat snake seeks shelter underground, sometimes

~denning with rattlesnakes or copperheads.



Eastern
Garter Snake

Thamnopanis sirtalis sirtalis

General characteristics. The chances are very good that anyone who has
spent any time at all outdoors has seen an eastern garter snake at least once.
It is the most widely distributed and familiar snake in North America.
Adults attain lengths of 18 to 26 inches, a bit larger than the shorthead
garter snake, but about equal to the ribbon snake, a close cousin.

Doing most of its traveling and foraging during the day, the eastern garter
snake is active over a longer period than most other snakes. Able to tolerate
colder temperatures, it leaves the den first in the spring and it’s the last to
hibernate in the fall. '

A built-in defensive mechanism consisting of musk glands may cause po-

tential attackers to have second thoughts. Discharge of a repugnant odor
from the gland located in the vent would repel all but the most determined.
The garter snake also may assume a defensive posture by flattening its body,
hugging itself against the ground as do the water snakes, to which it is
related.
Identification. The eastern garter snake is dark greenish to black across the
body. Stripes, normally three, trail down the back and sides. They can be
yellowish to brown or greenish, but regardless, usually are well-defined. A
double row of spots commonly appears between the stripes. The belly of
the eastern garter snake varies from greenish to shades of yellow and in-
cludes two rows of indistinct black spots. Like the shorthead garter snake,
the eastern garter snake displays keeled scales and a single anal plate.

Range. The eastern garter snake appears _7,1[
over a wide range. It is found from Flor- :
ida and the Gulf Coast north to well in-
side Canada. It goes as far west as eastern
Texas and Minnesota. A statewide resi-
dent, the castern garter snake has been
found in all of Pennsylvania's 67 coun-
ties.

Habitat. This snake is often seen near
water, where it locates some of its favorite food. The eastern garter snake
also likes wet meadows, marshes and damp woodlands. It is a frequent
visitor to farms and parks where it might be seen hunting food in the midst
of moist vegetation. Even an urban area, especially where moisture or damp
ground is found, could be a host to this well-known reptile.




restricted to ground level.

Eastern Hognose
Snake

Heterodon platyrhinos

General characteristics. The hognose snake has been pegged with several
formidable-sounding nicknames: puff adder, hissing adder and spreading
adder. All arise from a behavior contrived to scare off would-be attackers,
When disturbed, the hognose snake widens its neck to take on a hood-like
appearance (See Figure VI-17). It does this by flattening the head and neck,
spreading long rib bones outward. Then, inflating the body with air, hiss-

. ture, but it is harmless.

ing and striking out, the hognose snake sud-
denly resembles a fearsome-looking crea-

If awards in various categories were given
to snakes, the eastern hognose snake would
win hands down for “‘most dramatic per-
formance.” It alternates between playing
dead and performing a series of aggressive-
looking maneuvers that ultimately prove to
be more of a decoy than anything else.

If approached, the hognose snake may at-
tempt to fool the intruder by rolling over
and “playing dead.” A few convulsive jerks
may first set the stage and then with mouth
agape and tongue hanging out, the perform-
ance ends with the body frozen in place. If ¥ _
picked up, the snake suddenly goes limp. Figure VI-17
But returned upright to the ground it again  Spreading its neck hood-like is
quickly rolls over on its back, apparently only one ploy used by the
forgetting it is “‘dead.” eastern hognose snake to scare

In Pennsylvania, the eastern hognose ©ffanintruder
snake resides in a major portion of the state, although it is not found in
abundant numbers. Adult sizes vary from 18 to 45 inches.

Identification. A pointed and slightly upturned snout gives the hog-
nose snake its name. It has a wide neck leading to a stout body. The
body color varies and may be yellow, tan, brown, gray or reddish-hued.
More or less square blotches appear on the back, alternating on their
edges with round dark spots. Some specimens have been observed on
which there are no discernible blotches. Instead, they are a uniform
black, brown or greenish. The belly is yellow, light gray or pinkish and is
mottled with gray or shades of green. The underside of the tail is lighter
than the belly. A divided anal plate and scales that are keeled complete
the description.

Range., The eastern hognose snake, —
thouggh limited in numbers, inhabits |[ =
roughly the eastern two-thirds of the
state. Its range arcs from Somerset
County in the southwest to Wayne
County in the northeast. It also dwells in
a portion of the Lake Erie Drainage. Out-
side of Pennsylvania, its range extends
from New England to Florida and west
to Minnesota and Texas.

Habitai. The hognose snake likes dry terrain, preferring open areas, thinly
wooded uplands or rock-strewn hillsides. Sandy and other dry soil that is
easily crumbled attracts the hognose snake, and it occasionally is seen by
farmers working their cultivated fields. During the winter months, the
hognose snake seeks relief by burrowing deeply into the soil.
Reproduction. Mating can occur in either the spring or fall. The hognose
snake lays eggs usually in June or July, but sometimes as late as August. The
female deposits from six to 61 eggs in a shallow cavity of loose or sandy




Eastern Milk -
Snake \ ' %

Lampropeltis triangnlum triangulum P 7_,,;,_4’

General characteristics. In Pennsylvania at least, the eastern milk snake is
the subject of more tales and is more often mistakenly identified than any
other snake. It is among the state’s most beneficial snakes, but sadly, is also
the most often killed in mistake for a copperhead. Actually, there is only a
superficial resemblance between these two snakes. The head of the copper-
head is an easily recognized coppery color without any marks. The head of
the milk snake is light with brownish marks. The belly of the
copperhead is unmarked and a
uniform cream or off-white. The
belly of the milk snake is white
with dark splotches resembling a
checkerboard pattern (See Figure
VI-18).

Other snakes confused with
the milk snake include the north-
ern water snake with its keeled
scales, compared to the milk
snake’s smooth scales. The
northern water snake also has a Figure VI-18
divided anal plate. The milk
snake’s anal plate is single. The juvenile northern black racer and black rat

Belly of Eastern Milk Snake and
Northern Copperhead 4

Easternn milk snake

Northern
copperhead

snake, which unlike their adult counterparts are patterned, can be told by
the anal plate. Both have divided anal plates compared to the single plate of
the milk snake.

The milk snake, contrary to popular belief, does not milk cows. Thus,
this alleged habit hardly contributed to its name. Rather, the name probably
originated from its habit of spending a lot of time around barns, not a bad
idea considering its fondness for mice.

The eastern milk snake, although considered to be more secretive than
many other snakes, still is seen quite often. It appears in numbers through-
out its range. Adults artain lengths of two to over four feet when fully
grown.

Identification. The most important identifying characteristic of the eastern
milk snake is its belly. The belly is white or cream-colored with dark more
or less square splotches that create a checkerboard effect. This definitive
pattern separates the milk snake from the copperhead, which has a uni-
formly colored white to grayish belly with sometimes mottled markings or
cloudy blotches (See Figure VI-18). The body of the eastern milk snake is
gray or tan. This color is interrupted with chocolate-brown to reddish-
brown blotches or saddles that cross over the back and down each side.
These darker saddles are bordered with black. They are widest across the
back, nearly rectangular but may become narrower as they continue down
the sides. This, too, can be used to distinguish the milk snake from the
copperhead, which has dark bands that are at their narrowest across the
back, wider at the bottom. Smaller, dark blotches also appear low on the
side, near the belly. They fall in place between the bottoms of the larger
saddles. A Y-shaped or V-shaped dark mark appears on the nape of the
neck, extending onto the head. Smooth scales shield the body and the anal
plate is single. —"1=

Range. You are likely to run into the
eastern milk snake nearly anywhere in
the state because it is distributed in all 67
counties. It occurs over much of the
Northeast, extending well into Canada
and west to Minnesota.

Habital. The milk snake does not prefer
any particular type of habitat and is apt
to reside in suburban as well as rural areas. Damp bottomland, meadows
and farmland harbor the milk snake. But pine forests, open deciduous for-
ests and rocky hillsides also are acceptable to the milk snake in which to
make its home and forage for food. Rotting logs and damp trash offer con-
venient places for the milk snake to take refuge.




Eastern B
Turtle

Terrapene carolina carolina

General characieristics. Because it is primarily a terrestrial animal, the box
turtle is perhaps the one turtle species most often seen in its range. Many
people have had the opportunity to identify a box turtle because it occurs
in urban as well as suburban areas. It usually moves about in the-early part of
the day or soon after a summer rain. The eastern box turtle reaches an aver-
age shell length of just over four inches to as much as six inches as an adult.
Identification. The carapace of the eastern box turtle is high-domed and
keeled. Color and patterns vary greatly, but black or brown are probably most
often seen, with markings of yellow, orange or olive.The sharply rising dome-
shaped upper shell is a good identifying characteristic. The colors on the
plastron are quite varied. Markings may range from yellow-orange to olive, on
a tan, brown or black background.The plastron has a single broad, movable
hinge that allows the box turtle to close it tightly against the upper shell. It
thus becomes effective protection from predators or other disturbances.The
male usually has red eyes, and the eyes of the female are normally yellowish
brown.The upper jaw ends in a down-turned beak (See Figure IV-1).

Range. The eastern box turtle inhabits an

area encompassing a large segment of the |
eastern states. It extends from the lower
New England states to Georgia and west
to Tennessee and Illinois. It inhabits a
large portion of Pennsylvania. It resides
over most of the southern two-thirds of
the Commonwealth. Its range in the west
also reaches northward into the Lake Erie
Basin,

Habitat. Although essentially a terrestrial animal, the box turtle enjoys soak-
ing for hours at a time in wet mud or water. It likes moist, forested areas but
does not insist on woodlands, and often can be seen in wet meadows or
flood plains. During the hot, steamy months of summert, the box turtle active-
ly seeks out a swampy area where it burrows in the cooling retreat of logs

or rotting vegetation.

Wood Turtle

Clemmys insculpta

General characteristics. The wood turtle is often called the “‘sculprured
turtle.”” Looking at its upper shell, it is easy to understand how it obtained
this descriptive nickname. Its carapace appears as if an artist had taken a
fine-edged knife and carefully carved an intricate, nearly symmetrical pat-
tern from a piece of dark wood. Adults grow until the upper shell measures
five to almost eight inches in length. Other than the box turtle, the wood
turtle is Pennsylvania’s most terrestrial turtle. During the late 1800s to
early 1900s, this turtle was available at market for its meat.

Identification. The upper shell of the wood turtle is brown and keeled. Its
scutes, or large scales, are pyramidal, a series of concentric growth ridges
and grooves, larger on the bottom, becoming smaller as they approach the
top. These exaggerated scales appear sculptured and are rough to the
touch. The plastron, or lower shell, is yellow, and each of the scutes is
margined on the outer edge with black blotches. The plastron is hingeless
and can aid in distinguishing this turtle from the box and Blanding’s turtles,
which are considered “‘land’’ turtles like the wood turtle. The lower shell
of the male is concave. The female’s lower shell is flat or slightly convex.
The skin on the neck and front legs is frequently reddish orange. The tail is
moderately heavy and nearly as long as the carapace, or upper shell.
Range. The wood turtle’s range extends from Nova Scotia south to Vir-
ginia. The wood turtle is found in most of the state’s 67 counties but is
missing from the western border.

Habitar. Although a terrestrial turtle, the wood turtle is very much at
home in the water. In fact, it hibernates in water during the winter months.
In Pennsylvania, only the box turtle is considered more terrestrial. The
wood turtle wanders from home, rang- ’-7/'1
ing far afield if necessary to find its fa-
vorite habitat, which includes cool
streams. It is especially fond of streams .|
running through a hardwood forest. It
can be found in marshy meadows and
other farmland and is attracted to
swampland with stands of red maple. It

is an excellent climber, and even manmade barriers such as fences do not
necessarily stop the wood turtle from going where it desires.




Broadhead
Skink

Eumeces laticeps
Candidate Species

General characteristics. The broadhead skink is the largest of three skinks
that inhabit Pennsylvania. Adult sizes range from just over six inches to a bit
more than 12 inches, including the tail. The minimum length of an adult
broadhead is barely less than the maximum size attained by Pennsylvania’s
other skinks. The broadhead skink is most active during the day, similar to
others of the family. It has been placed on Pennsylvania’s List of Candidate
Species.
Identification. The outstanding characteristic of this skink is its head. On
the male, it is large and gives the impression of having swollen cheeks. The
body of this reptile is brown to olive-brown and the breeding males are
striking with their orange-red heads. There may be five light stripes down
the body of both sexes during their early adult life, but these usually fade
with age to become indistinguishable in the fully adult male. The juveniles
are black with a bright blue tail. Five to seven brilliant yellow stripes are
quite evident on the young, but patterns and colors fade with age and
length. ~1
Raﬁge. Pennsylvania is on the extreme -
~ northern limit of this reptile’s range. It is
found only in the southeast corner of the
state, and extends to central Florida. It
ranges as far west as Kansas.
Habitai. Largely a woodland creature,
the broadhead skink is the most arboreal

of the state's skinks. It likes moist woods
but also resides in open areas that provide adequate protection in the form
of vegetative debris or other matter.

S
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Five-lined
Skink

Eumeces fasciatus

General characleristics. The five-lined skink is another of the state’s
smooth, shiny lizards. It'is most comfortable in a temperature range of 78 to
85 degrees. These temperatures suit Pennsylvania’s lizards and they are
most active in this range. Like other skinks, the five-lined skink is diurnal
and spends much of the day in search of food. It reaches an adult size that
varies from five to just over seven inches.

Identification. This skink is brown to black with five broad, light stripes
running the length of the body. In some adulis, the pattern nearly fades
completely with age. As the ground color becomes lighter, the stripes be-

come darker. The tail of the juvenile is bright blue, turning gray as the skink
grows older. During the breeding season, the head of the male is usually
swollen and turns red-orange. ?/1[

Range. This skink is found from New
England to Florida and west to Wisconsin
and Texas. The five-lined skink inhabits
about two-thirds of the state, generally
south of a line drawn from Crawford
County in the west to Bucks County in
the east.

Habital. It occasionally is seen in gar-
dens or around homes, especially in damp areas, but it prefers humid wood-
lands. Decaying matter, abundant in most forests and even small woodlots,
attracts the five-lined skink.
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