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Woodchuck 
Marmota monax 

Size of a domestic cat, 5 .0 to 10.0 pounds 
(2.3 to 4.5 kg). Ears and head arc short and 
broad. Tail about one-third body length. 
Color frosted brown to yellowish brown on 
back, but paler on belly, dark feet. 

Track: Front foot size of a silver 

dollar, with four toes in 1-2-1 

grouping. Five toes on hind 

foot, 1-3-1 grouping. Toes rela-

tively slender. Four joined 1nterdigital 

and two proximal pads on front foot­

print, and four joined interdigital pads 

on hind foot. Heel is hairless. 

Trail: Half bound stride varies from 

15.0 to 40.0 inches (38.0 to 100.0 cm). 

A ground dweller, the woodchuck uses a half bound. Walking 

stride is 18.0 inches (45 0 cm). 

Scat: Rare to find because it is deposited in latrines within tunnel 

systems. Wide variety of forms, from oval pellets to long cords, all 

of which may be tightly stuck together. Sometimes lacks defined 

shape, being dark and runny when deposited. 

scat 

0.5 X 0.25 In 

1.3 x 0.6 cm 

Rodents: Squirrels, mfre, muskr11ts a,1 I , . ' ' u,at,i•ts 109 

Similar species: Largest of the squirrels, its 

track dwarfs other ground squirrels. Track left 

when drinking at a stream may be distin­

guished from beaver's by lack of webbing and 

by having only four toes on front prints. 

Other sign: Extensive tunnel system with two 

or more round-oval openings 5.0 to 7.0 inches 

(12.5 to 18.0 cm) in diameter. While some 

openings may have a large mound of dirt, oth-

ers, excavated to the inside, may not have a 

mound and be more concealed. Fresh dirt indi­

cates occupancy; if height of burrow exceeds 

8.0 inches (20.0 cm), it may have been taken 

over by red fox. 

front 

2.2 X 1.8 in 

5.5x45 cm 
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Raccoon 
Procyon lotor 

Stocky, smaller 
tlian a collie, with 
broad head and 
bushy tail. Male 
averages 18.0 
pounds (8.0 kg) 
and female 16.0 
pounds (7.0 kg). Gray to 
black overall, with black rings on tl1e tail and a black mask 
on a white face. 

Track: Five slender toes, slightly bul­

bous on the ends. Feet resemble small 

human hands and feet. Hind foot has a 

long, naked heel. 

Trail: Walking stride averages 27.0 

inches (68 O cm). Roll of hips during 

walk causes hind foot to register beside the opposite front print. 

(-shaped gallop is common. 

Scat: Highly variable, but often black, even-diameter cord with 

blunt ends. Often contains crayfish or fruit. Deposited singly or in 

dung heaps containing scat from perhaps several raccoons. May 

carry a parasite that is fatal to humans. Do not smell scat, 

and wash hands after touching. 

Similar species: Differs from bear in having 

slender toes. Differs from river otter by lack of 

webbing. Larger than mink. 

Other sign: Digs holes in streambanks to get 

at crayfish. Leaves piles of crayfish skeletons 

and claws. Digs for worms in lawns. 

sign left 
while 

fishing for 
crayfish 

bulbous 
toe 

' l 

front 
2.5 X 2.5 in 
6.3 x 6.3 cm 

narrow 
neck 

hind 
4.0 X 2.3 In 

10.0 x 5.8 cm 

Procyo11i1/: Rauoon 87 
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Black Bear 
Ursus americanus 

Calf-size 
bear, female 
averaging 120.0 
pounds (54.0 kg) and 
male about 300.0 
pounds (135.0 kg). 
Male grows faster and 
obtains larger size than 
female. Color varies from black to brown to blond to red. 

Track: Claws on front foot, seldom 
longer than toes, are usually present. 
Little toe is set back from rest of toes 
Hind print has a large, humanlike 
heel. Outside toe is larger than others. 

Trail: Walking stride 35.0 to 40.0 
inches (88.0 to 100.0 cm). Usually ambles, a fast walk where the 
hind foot oversteps the front. Gait is pigeon-toed. Lopes in a C­
shaped pattern or a side gallop. 

Scat: Normally contains vegetation and is sweet-smelling. When 
feeding on carcasses, scat varies from black to brown, with mostly 
hair and some bones. Ants often found in scat. Tips have a short 
taper or are blunt. 

animal protein ------

scat 
7.0 X 1.0 in 

18.0 x 2.5 cm berry seeds 
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Similar species: Differs from grizzly bear by 
smaller size, shorter claw length, and more 
curved arc of toes. Differs from wolverine by 
having toes tightly packed and having a 
wedge-shaped interdigital pad. Differs from 
lion and wolf by having five toes. 
Other sign: Claws trees, rips open logs, digs 
into ant piles, and turns over rocks and scat as 
it looks for insects. 

front 
4.5 X 4.0 in 

11.3 x 10.0 cm 

hind 

7.0 X 3.5 in 
18.0 x 9.0 cm 
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Ursid: Black Bear 85 
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Red Fox 
Vulpes vulpes 

Border collie­
size, 6.0 
to 15.0 
pounds 
(3.0 to 7.0 
kg). Reddish 
yellow, with black 
stockings and a 

. . 
white tip on the tail. Regional color phases mclude silver, 
black, cross, and bluish gray. Long, pointed cars and elon­
gate, pointed muzzle. 

Track: Claws prominent. One lobe on 

the leading edge of the interdigital 

pad. Inside toe slightly larger than 

outside. A ridge of callus present 

across interdigital pad, but difficult to 

detect on hind footprint. Front foot 

larger than hind. 

Trail: Trotting stride averages 32.0 inches (80.0 cm). Typically uses 

a trotting gait and, occasionally, a 2 x 2 trot with body turned to 

the side. Walks more than coyote, especially in shrubs. 

Scat: Often has tapered tail. Composition varies. Mouse or rabbit 

fur, berries, and insects are common. Bird feathers and plant 

remains often present. 

scat 

2.0 X 0.6 in 

5.0 x 1.5 cm 

Cnnid,: Coyotes and foxes 77 

Similar species: Differs from other canids by 

having a ridge of callus on the interdigital pad. 

Track tends to be larger than that of gray fox, 

and usually shows claws. Differs from bobcat in 

having only one lobe on the interdigital pad and 

claws (usually) showing. 

Other sign: Multiple dens are used each sea­

son. Often digs own den. A given den may be 

used for several years. Look for small bones 

around den entrance. Scat has a diagnostic 

musky odor, produced by a musk gland on the 

top of the tail. Learn to identify this unique foxy 

odor. Foxes tightrope-walk on narrow logs. May 

take over woodchuck dens. 

r 

front 

2.0 X 1.8 in 

5.0 x 4.5 cm 

hind 

1.9 X 1.7 in 

4.8 x 4.3 cm 

side trot 
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White-tailed Deer 
Odocoileus virginianus 

Smallest member of the deer 
family. Male averages 130.0 
pounds (60.0 kg), female 
about 110.0 pounds (50.0 kg). 
Coat is reddish in summer and 
blue-gray in winter. The prominent 
white tail is carried erect when animal 
is disn,rbcd. Antlers, found only on 
male, have tines, or points, branching 
off main beam. 

Track: Heart-shaped, with convex 

wall. Pad occupies most of the clout; 

subungu1nrs slender. 

Trail: Walking stride 30.0 inches (75.0 

cm). Pronks or stets with front and 

hind feet striking the ground at the 

same time. Gallops when in a hurry. 

Scat: Usually dry, falls apart when it hits the ground. Pellets vary 

from nipple-dimple shape to oval. 

scat 
pellet 0.3 in 
pellet 0.8 cm 

Hooft,I mammals: Dur and boars 141 

Similar species: Smaller than elk, has more 

slender tips, and pad occupies most of clout. 

Other sign: Gathers (yards up) rn large num­

bers rn sheltered groves during the winter. 

Breaks off limbs of trees when removing the 

velvet from antlers. Velvet is difficult to find, 

as both deer and rodents eat the nutrrent­

rich material. Height of tree wound indicates 

animal height. 

subungu1nis very narrow 

front 
3.0xl.9,n 
7.5 x 4.8 cm 

hind 
2.6 X 1.5 in 

6.4 x 3.8 cm 
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